Platelets and tissue factor.
Tissue factor (TF) is the most important initiator of intravascular coagulation. This article will review published evidence on the contribution of platelets to TF exposure to the circulating blood. The following mechanisms will be discussed: decryption of monocyte TF by platelets, contribution of platelets to TF expression in leukocytes, platelet-derived TF and its procoagulant activity, and activation of circulating TF by platelets.